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Property Rental Fraud on the Rise  

Although not a new phenomenon, property fraud is on the rise in France, particularly for rentals 

in regions attracting vacationers or tourist destinations such as Paris, Bordeaux, Provence, and 

the Dordogne. False listings for rental properties have become prevalent on the Internet 

partially due to the rise of Airbnb properties and the creation of “mobile” banks such 

as  N26 and Revolut facilitating ease of payments.  

The number of false listings on Internet property portals has increased more than 30% from last 

year as reported by the Central Office for Combating Cyber Crime or OCLCTIC, a division 

of the French National Police and in collaboration with INTERPOL. 

https://c0411dc0-c782-494c-b325-1f0d2604c20c.filesusr.com/ugd/1581b6_a90e1a6a21134fe39fe4393a47e54122.pdf
https://n26.com/en-us
https://www.revolut.com/
https://www.police-nationale.interieur.gouv.fr/Actualites/Dossiers/Cybercrime
https://www.interpol.int/en


How Does it Happen?  

Cybercriminals troll property listings on sites such as PAP.fr, Le Bon Coin or SeLoger and find a 

way to “mirror” listings and create their own listing at an attractive price and all the requests 

are sent to the false account.  Typically, if it is a false listing, you will be asked to send a 

payment in advance to “reserve” the property, which is not the practice in France.  

Avoiding Rental Fraud  

Here are some guidelines to avoid being a victim of property rental fraud:  

• Ask for the specific address to make sure the property exists.  

• Perform an Internet search of the email, which could lead you to forums where others 
have been victims of fraud by the perpetrator.  

• If the price is too good to be true, then it probably is! A one-bedroom apartment near 
the Rodin Museum at €700 per month does not exist.  

• Do not send money in advance for any reason. No money should change hands until 
documents have been signed by both parties and the property and its availability have 
been verified.  

• Never provide your private information (identity card, passport, income) until the 
property has been verified.  

• If you are not able to visit the property, ask for current photos with date stamps, a 
summary title deed (attestation de vente) or the current year property tax statement 
(taxe foncière) to provide evidence of ownership matching the name provided.  

• Request a copy of the diagnostic report which is a requirement to list all properties, for 
rent or sale, in France.  

What Happens if You Fall Victim?  

If you become a victim of rental or property fraud, contact the local authorities or the Cyber 

Crimes unit of the National French Police, which has created a platform entitled Pharos to 

report cyber crimes. 

In addition, contact the portal on which you found the property in an effort to avoid future 

instances of fraud and to enlist their help in getting you a refund.  

If you have any doubts, please engage PMI Services to vet a property on your behalf and rent a 

property with peace of mind. We are here to assist you in avoiding a potentially painful and 

costly experience.  

https://www.pap.fr/
https://www.leboncoin.fr/
https://www.seloger.com/
https://www.internet-signalement.gouv.fr/PortailWeb/planets/Accueil!input.action
https://www.parismacimmo.com/


 

Update on Airbnb  

On October 30, 2019, the government announced an amendment to 
its housing legislation by Decret N°2019-1104, indicating Airbnb will be required as of 
December 1, 2019 to provide a list of all properties in their database to the city or town hall on 
an annual basis.   This list must include the address of the property, the registration number 
with their site and the number of nights the property has been rented for the year.  

https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000039296575
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